CHAPTER X
THE AMERICAN WAR AND THE WATERLOO CAMPAIGN,
I. the war with the united states, 1812-1815
simultaneously with the Titanic struggle with Napoleonic
France, Great Britain became involved in the summer of 1812
in a second conflict with a great Power— one which in less
strenuous days would have absorbed all her energies, but was
regarded apparently by contemporaries, and certainly by
posterity, as merely a " side show " to the greater events of
the time in Europe.
The causes of dispute which finally arrayed England and
the United States against each other had been long outstanding,
in fact, ever since the former Power's declaration of war with
France in 1803, and were the result of the strenuous commercial
conflict in which England was engaged and our infringement
of what Americans considered to be their rights as neutrals.
It was most unfortunate, however, for the States that they
only resolved— owing largely to skilful French diplomacy—
to appeal to arms when the Napoleonic Empire, long past its
zenith, was .about to take its nrst plunge into disaster, and
when affairs in the Peninsula had turned decidedly in favour
of Great Britain.
When war finally broke out in July 1812, the first and most
obvious objective for the armies and fleets oithe United States
was Canada, and it was confidently expected by all Americans
that the conqtiest of this, the most valuable of their enemy's
overseas possessions, would be only a military promenade.
Indeed it seemed unlikely that Canada, with her weak armed
forces, under command of Prevost, numbering -barely 22,000,
of which only four battalions were British regulars, her sparse
population of 400,000, and her undefended frontier of 1400
miles between Lake Superior and the Atlantic coast, could
for bag make head against the eight millions of her adversary,
who could place in.the field 36,000 trained and close on 100,000
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